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2 tblMPA_Main AREANAME_Eng Text Area Name using only Latin alphabet Example: Karlsoevaer / Kraakvaagsvaet / Archipielago de Colon 

(Galapagos)

3 tblMPA_Main AREANAME_Local Text Area Name including non-latin symbols, e.g 
accents etc

Example: Karlsøvær /  Kråkvågsvaet /  Archipiélago de Colon 
(Galápagos)

130 tblMPA_Main CONV_YR Text Year international convention incepted

14 tblMPA_Main CONVENTION Text International convention site listed under Examples: World Heritage Convention, Ramsar, Barcelona 
Convention, Habitats Directive

160 tblMPA_Main CTRY_ADM Text Country within whose jurisdiction MPA 
occurs. In the case of overseas territories, the 
administrative country is used here.

Example: Ecuador for Galapagos National Park
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1 tblMPA_Main CTRY_LOC Text Country within whose jurisdiction MPA 

occurs. In the case of overseas territories, the 
territory name, not the administrative country, 
is used here.

Example: Galapagos Islands for Galapagos National Park  (not 
Ecuador); Ecuador for Isla Santay

7 tblMPA_Main DESIGNATE Text Official designation type of site; refers to 
national and international sites

Examples: Marine National Park, Special Area of Conservation, 
World Heritage Site, Special Nature Reserve

13 tblMPA_Main INT Yes/No Is site listed under an international 
convention?

24 tblMPA_Main INTERTIDAL Yes/No Does site contain an intertidal component? Definition: Refers to the environment between high and low tides 
(mean high water and mean low water) that is alternately exposed to 
the air and to the sea.

30 tblMPA_Main IUCN_Ia Yes/No Does entire site (including a zone within it) 
contain  IUCN category Ia?

Strict Nature Reserve: protected area managed mainly for science 
Definition: Area of land and/or sea possessing some outstanding or 
representative ecosystems, geological or physiological features 
and/or species, available primarily for scientific research and/or 
environmental monitoring.
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31 tblMPA_Main IUCN_Ib Yes/No Does entire site (including a zone within it) 

contain  IUCN category Ib?
Wilderness Area: protected area managed mainly for wilderness 
protection. Definition: Large area of unmodified or slightly modified 
land, and/or sea, retaining its natural character and influence, 
without permanent or significant habitation, which is protected and 
managed so as to preserve its natural condition.

32 tblMPA_Main IUCN_II Yes/No Does entire site (including a zone within it) 
contain  IUCN category II?

National Park: protected area managed mainly for ecosystem 
protection and recreation. Definition: Natural area of land and/or 
sea, designated to (a) protect the ecological integrity of one or more 
ecosystems for present and future generations, (b) exclude 
exploitation or occupation inimical to the purposes of designation of 
the area and (c) provide a foundation for spiritual, scientific, 
educational, recreational and visitor opportunities, all of which must 
be environmentally and culturally compatible.

33 tblMPA_Main IUCN_III Yes/No Does entire site (including a zone within it) 
contain  IUCN category III?

Natural Monument: protected area managed mainly for conservation 
of specific natural features. Definition: Area containing one, or more, 
specific natural or natural/cultural feature which is of outstanding or 
unique value because of its inherent rarity, representative or 
aesthetic qualities or cultural significance.

34 tblMPA_Main IUCN_IV Yes/No Does entire site (including a zone within it) 
contain  IUCN category IV?

Habitat/Species Management Area: protected area managed mainly 
for conservation through management intervention. Definition: Area 
of land and/or sea subject to active intervention for management 
purposes so as to ensure the maintenance of habitats and/or to 
meet the requirements of specific species.

39 tblMPA_Main IUCN_none Yes/No Site definitely has no IUCN category for 
reasons other than unset/unapplicable.

E.g. International sites that  have no areas overlapping with them 
that are under IUCN management categories
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38 tblMPA_Main IUCN_Unapplic Yes/No (Unapplicable). For DEGAZZETED (see 

STATUS) sites OR Site of Special Scientific 
Interest, SSSI, (see DESIGNATE), which are 
not considered to fall under IUCN 
management categories criteria.

37 tblMPA_Main IUCN_Unset Yes/No Nationally designated sites of unknown IUCN 
category, OR Site is not (perhaps yet) 
designated at national level.

Examples: proposed / recommended / in preparation / Voluntary & 
recognised / Voluntary & unrecognised

35 tblMPA_Main IUCN_V Yes/No Does entire site (including a zone within it) 
contain  IUCN category V?

Protected Landscape/Seascape: protected area managed mainly for 
landscape/seascape conservation and recreation. Definition: Area of 
land, with coast and sea as appropriate, where the interaction of 
people and nature over time has produced an area of distinct 
character with significant aesthetic, ecological and/or cultural value, 
and often with high biological diversity. Safeguarding the integrity of 
this traditional interaction is vital to the protection, maintenance and 
evolution of such an area.

36 tblMPA_Main IUCN_VI Yes/No Does entire site (including a zone within it) 
contain  IUCN category VI?

Managed Resource Protected Area: protected area managed mainly 
for the sustainable use of natural ecosystems. Definition: Area 
containing predominantly unmodified natural systems, managed to 
ensure long term protection and maintenance of biological diversity, 
while providing at the same time a sustainable flow of natural 
products and services to meet community needs.

16 tblMPA_Main LAT Number Latitude of central point of site (decimal)
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17 tblMPA_Main LON Number Longitude of central point of site (decimal)

126 tblMPA_Main MAR_KMSQ Number Marine area in kmsq

21 tblMPA_Main MARINE Yes/No Does site contain a marine component?

9 tblMPA_Main NAT Yes/No Is site designated under national legislation? *This includes legislation from a more local level than national, e.g. 
provincial, municipal, state, district etc

5 tblMPA_Main ORIG_DESIG Date/Time Date on which the MPA was first 
legally/statutorily designated

This is the date upon which the site was first declared/created in 
legislation or through some other formal/informal mechanism. 

It should NOT be assumed that human activities within the MPA 
were subjected to regulation immediately upon designation of the 
MPA, or as a direct result of MPA designation. It should also not be 
assumed that any such regulations, if and when they were created, 
were effectively implemented and complied with from this date.
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15 tblMPA_Main POLY Text Is there a polygon (georeferenced shapefile) 

depicting the boundaries of the MPA 
currently available?

8 tblMPA_Main STATUS Text Designation status of site Options available: designated / informally designated / degazetted / 
proposed / recommended / unknown

25 tblMPA_Main SUBTIDAL Yes/No Does site contain a subtidal component? Definition: A marine or estuarine environment that lies below mean 
low-water; always (or almost always) submerged in a tidally-
influenced area.

18 tblMPA_Main TOT_KMSQ Number Total area of site in kmsq. Iincludes terrestrial 
area


